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MY OTHER LIFE: KELLY SMITH AT HOME ON THE RANGE
July 27, 2012 by JoLynne Lyon

Some people spend their vacations relaxing. And then there's Kelly Smith. Here, she is the information specialist at the CPD. On vacation,
she goes on to work at the T Cross Dude Ranch in Wyoming. Which leads to the first interview question:
Q: WHY would you choose to spend so much of your vacation working at a ranch and sleeping in a sheepherder's wagon?
Answer: Horses....

Adventure. Bears...

Raw, untamed wilderness...

No internet. Adrenaline. Cowboys. Wildlife. Great photo opportunities. Challenge.

Enough said, I think the photos explain it. And the sheep camp wagon is very comfortable and efficient, thank you.
Q: Is there more to the job?
Answer: It's a wonderful excuse to spend hundreds of miles riding through breathtakingly beautiful, remote country every summer. The
Absaroka mountains soar over 13,000 feet around the ranch and lead into the Washakie Wilderness. (That's the largest wilderness area in
the continental United States without roads.) These mountains have been carved naturally by water, wind, and glaciers, and horseback is the
only way to experience this country. I feel lucky every day I'm there.
Additionally, the T Cross Ranch hosts guests from all over the world and most of them are quite interesting and fun. The work with the
horses and cowboys is an escape from everyday reality into a world that vanished a long time ago. It's hard work, but I love it.

Kelly sent this photo to her mother, assuring her that she's safe in the wilds of Wyoming. Her mother wrote back to say she'd quit worrying.

"My other life" is a recurring feature that highlights CPD employees away from their desks. We will return to our regular
programming in the fall.

